United States History I 

Video Focus Questions
Mr. LaFortune
Desperate Crossing 
1. What problems did the Pilgrims face in England?

2. Why did the King of England, James I, care how his subjects worshiped?

3. What setbacks did the Pilgrims face before setting sail for America?

4. Why did the Pilgrims settle in the Netherlands and then what were the reasons that they decided to leave the Netherlands?

5. Why did they see their voyage to America as a pilgrimage? Why was it worth the risk for them?
Salem Witch Trials 

1. Why was the idea of witchcraft real for the people of Salem?
2. Why do you think the girls initially accused Tituba, Sarah Good, and Sarah Osborne of witchcraft?

3. What was “spectral” evidence, and why was it dangerous to allow it in the Salem Witch Trials?

4. What was the Devil’s Book and why was the idea of the Devil’s Book important?
5. How did the Salem Witch Trials finally end on October 29, 1692?

Conflict Ignites Parts I & II
1. What was life like for the colonists in the early 1700s?
2. How did the French and Indian War impact life in the Colonies?
3. How did the British change their policies in the Colonies?
4. How did the Colonists respond to British changes?
Samuel Adams
1. What was Sam Adams’s background?
2. What were his achievements?
3. What were his shortcomings or failures?
John Hancock
1. What was John Hancock’s background?

2. What were his achievements?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures?

John Adams
1. What was John Adams’s background?

2. What were his achievements?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures?

Boston, Bloody Boston
1. What was life like in Boston in the 1700s?
2. What led to conflict in Boston?
3. What were the results of clashes between British troops and Colonists?
Patrick Henry
1. What was Patrick Henry’s background?

2. What were his achievements?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures?

Benjamin Franklin
1. What was Benjamin Franklin’s background?

2. What were his achievements?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures?
George Washington
1. What was George Washington’s background?

2. What were his achievements?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures?

Thomas Paine

1. What was Thomas Paine’s background?

2. What were his achievements?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures?

Lexington & Concord

1. Why did Patriots from around New England begin to flock to Boston after the incident at Lexington?

2. Why was it necessary to call the Continental Congress back into session in May of 1775?

3. How was the relationship between Benjamin Franklin and his son William Franklin similar and different to the relationships of members of other families at the beginning of the American Revolution?
Washington’s First Success
1. What difficulties did George Washington face in the winter of 1776?

2. How was listening to an inner circle of generals an example of George Washington’s good leadership?

3. Why did the British evacuate Boston even though the Patriot cannons couldn’t reach the British ships in Boston Harbor?
Talk of Independence

1. What was the national debate about in the summer of 1776, and why was it important that everyone was discussing it?

2. Why do some people today call Thomas Jefferson a “walking contradiction”? Do you believe that this is a fair criticism of Jefferson?

3. Why didn’t the Declaration of Independence address slavery?
Crossing the Delaware
1. Why did George Washington absolutely need a military victory in December of 1776?

2. Describe George Washington’s new war strategy.

3. In the end of 1776, why were many of the Continental soldiers willing to re-enlist even though their original enlistments were over?
Battle of Saratoga
1. In your opinion, which general wanted glory more: Patriot General Benedict Arnold, Patriot General Horatio Gates, or British General John Burgoyne? Explain.

2. What battle techniques did Benedict Arnold use to help win the Battle of Saratoga for the Patriots?

3. How did the Battle of Saratoga change the course of the war? Explain.
Monmouth Courthouse
1. Why did Washington dismiss General Charles Lee after the Battle of Monmouth Courthouse? What was Lee’s punishment?

2. Who was Molly Pitcher and why was she important to the Patriot cause at Monmouth Courthouse?

3. Why was the draw at Monmouth Courthouse important to George Washington? Explain.
Arnold’s Treason
1. Why was Fort Arnold (also known as West Point) an important fort for both the British and the Patriots during the American Revolution? 

2. Why did Benedict Arnold reject George Washington’s offer to be an important field officer, and instead, want to be commander of West Point?

3. What do you think pushed Benedict Arnold to betray his country and commit treason? Was it one single event or several events that upset Arnold? Explain.
Siege of Charleston

1. Explain how the siege of Charleston worked.  What is a siege and how is it like the tightening of a noose?

2. What critical decision did slaves face during the American Revolution?

3. Why did Benjamin Lincoln finally surrender Charleston to the British?
Yorktown & End Game

1. How did British Generals Cornwallis and Clinton differ in their approaches concerning the war against the Patriots?

2. What role did the French play in the Patriot victory at Yorktown?

3. How did the Patriot victory at Yorktown impact the overall war?
Alexander Hamilton

1. What was Alexander Hamilton’s background?

2. What were his achievements?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures?

Constitutional Convention
1. Why did delegates from the states meet at a convention in 1787?
2. What were the major issues that the delegates debated?
3. What major compromises were made?
James Madison
1. What was James Madison’s background?

2. What were his achievements?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures?

 President George Washington
1. What was George Washington’s background before he became president?

2. What were his achievements as president?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures as president?

President John Adams
1. What was John Adams’s background before he became president?

2. What were his achievements as president?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures as president?

President Thomas Jefferson
1. What was Thomas Jefferson’s background before he became president?

2. What were his achievements as president?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures as president?

Louisiana Purchase
1. Why was Saint Domingue so important to France?
2. How did France lose Saint Domingue?
3. Why did Jefferson buy the Louisiana Territory from France if he believed that it was unconstitutional?
President James Madison
1. What was James Madison’s background before he became president?

2. What were his achievements as president?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures as president?

War of 1812
1. Why did the U.S. declare war against Great Britain in 1812?
2. Was the U.S. prepared for war? What were its shortcomings and failures?
3. What were the successes of the U.S. in the War of 1812?
Mill Times
1. How did production change in the U.S. around the turn of the Nineteenth Century?
2. Describe how life must have been for workers during the early Industrial Revolution.
3. Were mills good or bad for women’s rights?
President James Monroe
1. What was James Monroe’s background before he became president?

2. What were his achievements as president?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures as president?

President John Quincy Adams
1. What was John Quincy Adams’s background before he became president?

2. What were his achievements as president?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures as president?

President Andrew Jackson
1. What was Andrew Jackson’s background before he became president?

2. What were his achievements as president?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures as president?

Trail of Tears
1. Why did white settlers want Cherokee land?
2. Who spoke on behalf of the Cherokee people? Did they have authority to make decisions for the Cherokee?
3. What was Andrew Jackson’s view on Native Americans? What role did he play in Indian Removal?
President Martin Van Buren
1. What was Martin Van Buren’s background before he became president?

2. What were his achievements as president?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures as president?

President William Henry Harrison
1. What was William Henry Harrison’s background before he became president?

2. What were his achievements as president?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures as president?

President John Tyler
1. What was John Tyler’s background before he became president?

2. What were his achievements as president?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures as president?

President James K. Polk
1. What was James K. Polk’s background before he became president?

2. What were his achievements as president?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures as president?

Mexican-American War
1. Why did James K. Polk ask Congress to declare war against Mexico? What were his goals for the war?
2. Who were the San Patricios (St. Patrick’s Brigade)? Did they deserve their punishments?
3. What were the results of the Mexican-American War?
President Zachary Taylor
1. What was Zachary Taylor’s background before he became president?

2. What were his achievements as president?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures as president?

President Millard Fillmore
1. What was Millard Fillmore’s background before he became president?

2. What were his achievements as president?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures as president?

President Franklin Pierce
1. What was Franklin Pierce’s background before he became president?

2. What were his achievements as president?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures as president?

President James Buchanan
1. What was James Buchanan’s background before he became president?

2. What were his achievements as president?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures as president?

President Abraham Lincoln
1. What was Abraham Lincoln’s background before he became president?

2. What were his achievements as president?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures as president?

Civil War Episode I
1. Describe the events that led to the Civil War according to the episode?
2. How did average men in the North and South react to the start of war?
3. How did the letter that was read at the end of the episode make you feel? Why?
Glory
1. What challenges did the 54th Massachusetts regiment face after it was created? Explain.
2. What were the achievements of the 54th Massachusetts regiment?
3. Were Col. Robert Gould Shaw and the men of the 54th Massachusetts regiment heroes? Explain. Were they good soldiers? Explain.
Civil War Episode VIII
1. How did the Civil War turn in favor of the Union?
2. Why was General Robert E. Lee forced to surrender at Appomattox Courthouse?
3. Describe the reaction of soldiers and civilians to Sherman and Grant’s leadership.
 President Andrew Johnson
1. What was Andrew Johnson’s background before he became president?

2. What were his achievements as president?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures as president?

President Ulysses S. Grant
1. What was Ulysses S. Grant’s background before he became president?

2. What were his achievements as president?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures as president?

President Rutherford B. Hayes
1. What was Rutherford B. Hayes’s background before he became president?

2. What were his achievements as president?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures as president?

President James A. Garfield
1. What was James A. Garfield’s background before he became president?

2. What were his achievements as president?

3. What were his shortcomings or failures as president?

Men Who Built America Parts I & II
1. Describe the rise of Cornelius Vanderbilt. How did he come to lead a railroad empire?
2. Who was John D. Rockefeller and how did he come to found Standard Oil?
3. What led to the Panic of 1873?
4. Why did Rockefeller start laying oil pipelines?
Men Who Built America Parts III & IV
1. Describe the rise of Andrew Carnegie. How did he come to build a steel empire?
2. What problems did Carnegie face with his business partner Henry Frick?

3. What was the Johnstown Flood and what caused it?
4. What caused the 1892 strike at the Homestead Steel Works? How did it turn bloody?

Men Who Built America Parts V & VI
1. Who was J.P. Morgan? Who was Thomas Edison and what was he trying to achieve?
2. Who were George Westinghouse and Nikola Tesla and what were they trying to achieve?

3. Why did the “titans of industry” have to work together at the end of the Nineteenth Century? What did they do?
4. Who was William Jennings Bryan? What were his problems with big business? What did he try to do?
Men Who Built America Parts VII & VIII
1. Why did Rockefeller, Carnegie, and Morgan support William McKinley? What did they do to support him?
2. After McKinley was assassinated, how did Theodore Roosevelt impact big businesses?

3. How did Andrew Carnegie become the richest man in the world?
4. Who was Henry Ford and what did he do that revolutionized the world?
One- America the Story of Us: Rebels
1. John Rolfe brought seeds for which crop, called “Green Gold,” that economically saved the Jamestown Colony?
2. In 1621, the Mayflower brought which religious dissident group 450-miles north of Jamestown?
3. Which Plymouth governor’s journal kept a history of the struggling and hardships facing the colony?
4. What did the Plymouth settlers give to the local Pokanoket people in exchange for assisting them in survival in Plymouth Colony?
5. Groups of settlers from which European nations pushed back the western frontiers of the Thirteen Colonies and settlers from which European Country settled Manhattan?
6. On May 9, 1768 the British raided and seized whose ship, named the Liberty, on charges of smuggling?
7. By 1770, what was the ratio of Colonists to Redcoats in Boston?
8. How many African slaves were brought to the American Colonies between 1700 and 1800?
9. Which important meeting of important Colonists began in Philadelphia on September 5, 1774?
10. Approximately how many Lexington militiamen under Captain John Parker faced off against 900 Redcoats at Lexington Green on the morning of April 19, 1775?
Essay: 

For the remainder of class you will write an essay on a separate sheet of paper (to be placed in the homework bin tomorrow before the start of class) answering the following prompt. CP- must write a minimum of 3 well-organized paragraphs; CPA- must write a minimum of 4 well-organized paragraphs; and Honors must write a minimum of 5 well-organized paragraphs. You should use class notes and what we learned in class, what you learned from watching the video(s), textbooks, and outside sources as needed (you should cite any outside sources). Electronic devices may be used for researching sources only. Any violations of this rule will be strictly punished upon my return.

PROMPT: In what ways did the “shot heard ‘round the world” change the history of the entire world?

Also think about:

· What Enlightenment ideals were important in the cause of American liberty?

· How did the American Revolution serve as an example for other nations in fighting to overthrow inept or tyrannical governments in the name of freedom and liberty?

Two- America the Story of Us: Revolution
1. How many British warships and men fought against George Washington and the Patriots at the Battle of New York?
2. British General John Burgoyne’s men marched south from St. Johns in Canada along which important River in an attempt to meet General William Howe near Saratoga?
3. What Colonial style of fighting met the British as they marched near Saratoga?
4. Which two groups did the Patriot sharpshooters target first near Saratoga, and why?
5. What was the most significant consequence of the Patriot victory at the Battle of Saratoga?
6. What dangerous procedure did Washington order his surgeons to perform at Valle Forge?
7. How did Baron von Steuben help the Patriots at Valley Forge?
8. What allowed Washington to always be informed of British movements and developments in the war?
9. In July 1781, where did most people believe the French fleet would strike against the British?
10. What was the last major battle of the American Revolution?
Essay: 

For the remainder of class you will write an essay on a separate sheet of paper (to be placed in the homework bin tomorrow before the start of class) answering the following prompt. CP- must write a minimum of 3 well-organized paragraphs; CPA- must write a minimum of 4 well-organized paragraphs; and Honors must write a minimum of 5 well-organized paragraphs. You should use class notes and what we learned in class, what you learned from watching the video(s), textbooks, and outside sources as needed (you should cite any outside sources). Electronic devices may be used for researching sources only. Any violations of this rule will be strictly punished upon my return.

PROMPT: How were the Patriots able to win the American Revolution?

Also think about:

· What mistakes did the British make and how did the Patriots capitalize on them?

· What strategies did the Patriots use to successfully defeat the British?

· What outside assistance was necessary to the Patriot victory?

Three- America the Story of Us: Westward
1. In 1775, which nations owned the land to the west of the Cumberland Gap?

2. Which Native American group clashed with Daniel Boone and his brother one year earlier when the Boones entered onto their lands?
3. In 1803, how much land did Thomas Jefferson buy through the Louisiana Purchase from Napoleon? How much per acre did it cost?
4. Which Shoshone woman helped Louis and Clark in the expedition to the west?
5. How many people died in the journey to settle the west and how many graves per mile did that amount to?
6. What did the Donner Party eat before resorting to cannibalism during their 5-months in the Sierra Nevada?
7. How did the U.S. gain western land from Mexico in the 1840s?
8. Why were 200 abandoned ships left in San Francisco Bay?
9. Which Native American group was evicted from the lands and forced westward along the “Trail of Tears”?

10. How did western traders bring goods to market in New Orleans?
Essay: 

For the remainder of class you will write an essay on a separate sheet of paper (to be placed in the homework bin tomorrow before the start of class) answering the following prompt. CP- must write a minimum of 3 well-organized paragraphs; CPA- must write a minimum of 4 well-organized paragraphs; and Honors must write a minimum of 5 well-organized paragraphs. You should use class notes and what we learned in class, what you learned from watching the video(s), textbooks, and outside sources as needed (you should cite any outside sources). Electronic devices may be used for researching sources only. Any violations of this rule will be strictly punished upon my return.

PROMPT: Is the following statement accurate and why: “The west was the place that America would define itself”?

Also think about:

· What was the relationship between the western settlers and nature, animals, and Native Americans?

· How did America come to own the western lands formerly owned by France, Spain/Mexico, and Native Americans?

Four- America the Story of Us: Division
1. Which group did most of the work in constructing the Eerie Canal? Which New York governor ordered the canal to be built?

2. Which city became America’s most important port after the Eerie Canal was completed?
3. How much more raw cotton could be processed each day with the cotton gin? How much of the world’s cotton was grown in the South by 1850?
4. Why was the North guilty for slavery along with the South?
5. How did textile mills change society?
6. Which type of oil lubricated the first textile mill machines?
7. Describe the typical slave auction?
8. How did the Fugitive Slave Law change feelings about slavery in the North?
9. Which book published in 1852 and written by Harriet Beecher Stowe brought the evils of slavery into Norther homes for the first time?

10. Why did John Brown’s raid on the Federal Arsenal at Harper’s Ferry fail?
Essay: 

For the remainder of class you will write an essay on a separate sheet of paper (to be placed in the homework bin tomorrow before the start of class) answering the following prompt. CP- must write a minimum of 3 well-organized paragraphs; CPA- must write a minimum of 4 well-organized paragraphs; and Honors must write a minimum of 5 well-organized paragraphs. You should use class notes and what we learned in class, what you learned from watching the video(s), textbooks, and outside sources as needed (you should cite any outside sources). Electronic devices may be used for researching sources only. Any violations of this rule will be strictly punished upon my return.

PROMPT: How has the institution of American slavery impacted American history? In what ways does it continue to impact the nation today?

Also think about:

· Emancipation gave freedom to the slaves but were they really free and equal to whites across America politically, economically, or socially? How long did it take to get those freedoms?

· What are the causes of racial tension in America today and how can the roots be traced back to slavery?

Five- America the Story of Us: Civil War
1. What new technologies made the Civil War bloodier than previous wars?
2. How many people died in the Civil War and what is the equivalent based on today’s population?
3. What was the goal of the North in the Civil War? What was the goal of the South in the Civil War?

4. Which general took command of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia during the Civil War?
5. Why did the railroad give the North a major advantage in the Civil War?
6. Describe Lincoln’s mobilization of the entire North behind the Civil War?
7. What new technology helped the North in terms of communication during the Civil War?

8. What was the biggest killer during the Civil War and how did surgeons deal with the impact of the Minnie Ball?
9. How did photography impact the war?
10. What was the impact of Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation for the Southern slaves?
Essay: 

For the remainder of class you will write an essay on a separate sheet of paper (to be placed in the homework bin tomorrow before the start of class) answering the following prompt. CP- must write a minimum of 3 well-organized paragraphs; CPA- must write a minimum of 4 well-organized paragraphs; and Honors must write a minimum of 5 well-organized paragraphs. You should use class notes and what we learned in class, what you learned from watching the video(s), textbooks, and outside sources as needed (you should cite any outside sources). Electronic devices may be used for researching sources only. Any violations of this rule will be strictly punished upon my return.

PROMPT: Why was Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address and the conclusion of the Civil War the final chapter in the founding of America? Did it tie up loose ends left by the Founding Fathers? Explain.

Also think about:

· What Enlightenment principles was the U.S. founded on?

· What the major shortcomings of the Founding Fathers? How did the Civil War finish the job started by the Founding Fathers?

Six- America the Story of Us: Heartland
1. What did Lincoln order to connect the West to the rest of the United States?

2. Where were the two starting points for the new railroad?
3. What chemical was used to blast through rock that was more effective than gunpowder?

4. How much land could anyone with a $10 filing fee claim in the west under the Homestead Act? How much of America was given away under the Act?

5. What natural challenges made farming in the Great Plains?
6. What industry drew 1/3 of Norway’s population to areas like Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota between 1825 and 1925?
7. What animal that Native Americans relied on was nearly hunted to extinction on the Great Plains?

8. What invention threatened the existence of the cowboy and why?

9. What happened to Lt. Col. George Custer and the Seventh Cavalry at the Sioux camp near the Little Big Horn River?

10. How did Richard Sears change how Americans shopped?
Essay: 

For the remainder of class you will write an essay on a separate sheet of paper (to be placed in the homework bin tomorrow before the start of class) answering the following prompt. CP- must write a minimum of 3 well-organized paragraphs; CPA- must write a minimum of 4 well-organized paragraphs; and Honors must write a minimum of 5 well-organized paragraphs. You should use class notes and what we learned in class, what you learned from watching the video(s), textbooks, and outside sources as needed (you should cite any outside sources). Electronic devices may be used for researching sources only. Any violations of this rule will be strictly punished upon my return.

PROMPT: How did the intercontinental railroad shape America as it moved into the modern world?

Also think about:

· How did improvements in transportation change settlement patterns and the transportation of people and goods?

· What role did the railroad play in the tumultuous relationship between Americans and Native Americans?

Seven- America the Story of Us: Cities
1. Who designed the Statue of Liberty and why did France give it to the U.S.?
2. What was the official name given to the Statue of Liberty?
3. What process was shown to Andrew Carnegie that changed the way he produced steel in America?
4. Which city began mass producing Carnegie steel that was used to build America’s cities, railroads, and ships?

5. How many skyscrapers were being built in Manhattan in 1902 and what were the steel workers who assembled the steel for the skyscrapers?
6. Why was it hard for police detectives and investigators to track down criminals and when did that change?
7. What book of photographs did Jacob Riis publish that showed the terrible conditions of American slums?
8. In 1895 what kind of filth was found in the streets of cities like New York City?
9. What improvements were made to sanitation in cities as a result of Col. George Waring, Jr.?
10. What material did Thomas Edison discover in 1879 could serve as a useful filament for his lightbulbs that would burn for approximately 300-hours?
Essay: 

For the remainder of class you will write an essay on a separate sheet of paper (to be placed in the homework bin tomorrow before the start of class) answering the following prompt. CP- must write a minimum of 3 well-organized paragraphs; CPA- must write a minimum of 4 well-organized paragraphs; and Honors must write a minimum of 5 well-organized paragraphs. You should use class notes and what we learned in class, what you learned from watching the video(s), textbooks, and outside sources as needed (you should cite any outside sources). Electronic devices may be used for researching sources only. Any violations of this rule will be strictly punished upon my return.

PROMPT: What were the three most significant inventions that transformed American cities and brought them into the modern age at the turn of the nineteenth century?

Also think about:

· What materials were used to physically construct new city buildings and what inventions and amenities were introduced for the first time into buildings at the turn of the nineteenth century?

· What social reforms were passed that improved city life and made it safer?

Eight- America the Story of Us: Boom
1. What was discovered in Spindletop, Texas that made the Hamel Brothers filthy rich?
2. Who built a low-cost car in Detroit Michigan that changed transportation history forever? What was the name of the car?
3. What types of communities did many Americans move to as a result of the mass production of cars?
4. Which American city experienced the most significant urban sprawl?
5. What did the iconic Hollywood sign advertise? What did it originally say?
6. What important natural resource did William Mulholland make available to Los Angeles and how did he get it to Los Angeles?
7. Between 1915 and 1930 what was the name of the migration of African Americans from the South to the North?
8. Why did the Chicago Race Riots of 1919 occur?
9. The riots that erupted in 24 other U.S. cities in 1919 became known as what?
10. What problem increased dramatically as a result of Prohibition? Why was Prohibition repealed?
Essay: 

For the remainder of class you will write an essay on a separate sheet of paper (to be placed in the homework bin tomorrow before the start of class) answering the following prompt. CP- must write a minimum of 3 well-organized paragraphs; CPA- must write a minimum of 4 well-organized paragraphs; and Honors must write a minimum of 5 well-organized paragraphs. You should use class notes and what we learned in class, what you learned from watching the video(s), textbooks, and outside sources as needed (you should cite any outside sources). Electronic devices may be used for researching sources only. Any violations of this rule will be strictly punished upon my return.

PROMPT: When did America become a modern nation? What made it truly modern?

Also think about:

· What did modern settlement patterns, transportation, communication, and business practices take hold in America?

· Did World War I change America’s perception of itself in the world? When did it become a superpower?
1

